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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO SADAT 


1 . PLEASE DELIVER PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO SADAT BELOW AND 
FOLLOW UP WITH THE ADDITIONAL REMARKS IN GUIDANCE PARA 3. 
OUR PURPOSES ARE TO REASSURE SADAT ON EVE OE THE BEGIN 
VISIT THAT WE ARE STICKING TO THE AGREED STRATEGY; TO 
DISCOURAGE HIM INSOFAR AS NECESSARY, FROM ANY PUBLIC 
REACTION TO BEGIN LETTER THAT WOULD HAMPER PRESENT CRITICAL 
STAGE OF NEGOTIATION; AND, IDEALLY, TO ELICIT SOME POSITIVE 
STATEMENT ON HIS PART, ESPECIALLY ON RESOLUTION 242, THAT 
WOULD LEND SUPPORT TO THE PRESIDENT’S EFEORTS WITH BEGIN. 

ON THIS LAST OBJECTIVE, POINT IS THAT COMMITMENT TO 
RESOLUTION 242 WILL BE MUCH DISCUSSED IN AMERICAN PRESS, 

AND REITERATION OF SADAT'S COMMITMENT WOULD HELP KEEP 
THE RECORD STRAIGHT. 
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2. BEGIN TEXT OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE; 

" I HAVE FOLLOWED CLOSELY YOUR RECENT EXCHANGE OE LETTERS 
WITH PRIME MINISTER BEGIN AND THE REPORTS FROM ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY ATHERTON AND AMBASSADOR EILTS OF THEIR DETAILED 
DISCUSSIONS WITH YOU. WHILE, OBVIOUSLY, THERE ARE REAL 
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AND PERSISTING DIFFERENCES, I THINK IT WAS A CONSTRUCTIVE 

MOVE ON YOUR PART TO REESTABLISH DIRECT COMMUNICATION. IT 
WILL BE RECOGNIZED AS A FURTHER DEMONSTRATION OF YOUR 
SINCERITY AND DEDICATION IN SEEKING TO MOVE THE PEACE 
PROCESS FORWARD. I UNDERSTAND FROM OUR TALKS THE VIEWS 
WHICH PROMPTED YOU TO SEND YOUR MESSAGE, AND I SHARE YOUR 
DESIRE TO RECAPTURE THE MOMENTUM GENERATED BY YOUR TRIP 
TO JERUSALEM. 

"AS WE AGREED WHEN YOU WERE HERE, WE VIEW 
PRIME MINISTER BEGIN'S VISIT AS PROVIDING AN ESSENTIAL 
OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS WHAT MUST BE DONE IF PROGRESS IN 
THE NEGOTIATIONS IS TO ACCELERATE. I WILL CONCENTRATE ON 
TWO IMPORTANT ISSUES -THE NEED FOR 

WITHDRAWAL ON ALL FRONTS AS ENVISIONED IN RESOLUTION 242 
AND THE NEED FOR 

A JUST RESOLUTION OF THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM 
IN ALL ITS ASPECTS, ALLOWING THE PALESTINIANS TO 
PARTICIPATE IN DETERMINING THEIR OWN FUTURE. I WANT YOU TO 
KNOW THAT OUR CONVERSATIONS AT CAMP DAVID ARE VERY MUCH IN 
MY MIND AND THAT I WILL BE PURSUING, IN MY MEETINGS WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER, THE OBJECTIVES WE DISCUSSED AT THAT 
TIME. I WILL SEND YOU A REPORT SHORTLY AFTER PRIME MINIS- 
TER BEGIN'S VISIT IS CONCLUDED. 
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"WITH WARM REGARDS, JIMMY CARTER." END TEXT. 

3. AFTER DELIVERING THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE, YOU SHOULD 
CONVEY THE PRESIDENT'S FURTHER VIEWS AS FOLLOWS. THE 
PRESIDENT IS DEEPLY APPRECIATIVE OF THE RESTRAINT AND 
STATESMANSHIP PRESIDENT SADAT HAS SHOWN IN THIS DELICATE 
PERIOD AS WE APPROACH A VERY IMPORTANT AND DIFFICULT MEET- 
ING WITH BEGIN. SADAT'S ACTION IN REOPENING DIRECT 
COMMUNICATION HAS BEEN HELPFUL IN BOLSTERING AWARENESS IN 
THE UNITED STATES OF SADAT'S DEDICATION TO A CONTINUED AND 
SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATION. SADAT'S IMPORTANT INTERVIEW WITH 
JAMES RESTON, PUBLISHED ON PAGE I OF THE MARCH 9 NEW YORK 
TIMES, WAS A MOST NOTEWORTHY AND IMPRESSIVE CONTRIBUTION 
AT THIS JUNCTURE. IN SADAT'S RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL'S 
SECURITY NEEDS, IN HIS REFERENCES TO THE NEED FOR A GENUINE 
PEACE WHICH WOULD BE ETERNAL, AND IN HIS COMMITMENT TO 
THE ONGOING PEACE PROCESS, HE HAS REINFORCED AT A TIMELY 
MOMENT HIS POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE IMAGE WITH AMERICAN 
PUBLIC OPINION. IF HE HAS AN OCCASION IN THE NEXT FEW 
DAYS TO MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT, IT COULD BE HELPFUL TO 
OUR COMMON PURPOSES IF HE REAFFIRMED HIS COMMITMENT TO 
242 AS THE BASIS FOR NEGOTIATION, STRESSING BOTH THE PRIN- 
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CIPLE OF WITHDRAWAL ON ALL FRONTS AND THE CONCOMITANT 
COMMITMENT TO PEACE AND SECURITY FOR ISRAEL THAT CONSTITUTE 

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF 242. VANCE 

SECRET 
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